A1/A14 Crossing - An Opportunity Still Not Lost

The decision to site the new Al4 parallel
to the Al close to Brampton, if the Al4
scheme does go ahead, is a one-off
opportunity to improve our access to the
countryside by re-instating a way of safely
and conveniently crossing to Mere Lane
(BR19) without a vehicle. The campaign,
initiated by the Parish Council (PC) in
2007, has gained much widespread
support - so much so that the HA included
new bridleways in the draft plans shown at
the racecourse exhibition in October.
However, these are entirely unsatisfactory,
especially for walkers.

Look carefully at the map. Imagine you
would like to walk from The Green to
Brampton Wood. You would have to walk
the length of Park Rd (no footpath) and
*cross two road bridges onto Grafham Rd,
turn right and go along a track used jointly
by farm vehicles, horse-riders, cyclists and
walkers. You could enjoy breathing in the
traffic fumes and listening to the song of
juggernauts for almost 2km before, at last,
you could escape westwards, away from it
all towards the wood.

A second option would be to set off down
West End - shorter than Park Rd and with
a footpath on the right for most of the way.
On reaching the barrier at the end, virtually
within sight of Mere Lane, you could turn
left and follow the line of the Al until you
reach the fishing lakes and follow the
perimeter to Park Rd. The rest, (from*
above), is the same. This way you have
even longer to enjoy the sounds and

scents of the greater-spotted juggernaut .

In our initial campaign we asked for a safe route for workers to get to the Brampton Hut complex without
using a vehicle. As you see on the map, also from the end of West End, there is a new path to the right
which goes as far as the existing A1/A14 junction. It is mooted that there will be a light-controlled crossing
of the slip road so that it will be possible to

this would be feasible or safe. The only satisfactory solution for all non-motorised users is a bridge (or
two) T a fact not disputed by many (even the HA, | venture). Of course it would be expensive and the
problem is money; itéds amazing how vast amount s
matter how the cost escalates, but not to i mprov

Brampton PC is determined to carry on with this campaign. We will submit objections to the draft orders
before Jan 6". Please apply extra pressure by writing to the HA emphasising the need for this facility to
enhance our healthandwel-kb ei ng. We havendédt | ost the battle vy

Anna Smyth, Project Support Co-ordinator

A14 Ellington to Fen Ditton Team

Highways Agency

Woodlands, Manton Lane

Manton Industrial Estate

Bedford MK41 7LW

For enquiries email: al4ellingtonfenditton@highways.gsi.gov.uk

If you would like to know more please phone Jacky Homer on 01480 456971
or email jackyhomer@waitrose.com JH
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