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Walking
west
along
Park Road towards the A1 there are a series of small
enclosed meadows. These have an intriguing history.
They appear on the Enclosure map of the village dated
1772 (part, see inset), so predate the main period when
most of the hedgerow boundaries in the Parish were
established. The LIDAR image shown above clearly
shows the extent to which the field boundaries cut
across the Medieval Ridge and Furrow topography. It
is possible to speculate that they were used to hold
cattle and sheep, which may have drunk from the
pond formally present on the village green.

Figure LiDAR image, [Light Detection and Ranging is an airborne mapping technique,
which uses a laser to measure the distance between an aircraft sensor and the object on the
ground]. The Medieval ridge and furrow plough lines are highlighted by dotted lines

Grasslands

These grasslands were visited in 1996 by the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and
Northamptonshire and again in 2010. The meadows stand out by comparison to most remaining
lowland grasslands in Huntingdonshire, as they include many herbs typical of semi-improved neutral
grasslands. Although not as rich as the few remaining Sites of Special Scientific Interest in the area,
the number of herbs is much greater than the majority of surviving lowland grasslands. These have
been reseeded with highly productive agricultural grasses and clovers, followed by treatment with
artificial fertilisers and latterly broad-leaved herbicides, from the 1950s to the present day.

Achillea millefolium
Agrimonia eupatoria
Alliaria petiolata
Anisantha sterilis
Arctium lappa
Ballota nigra
Bryonia dioica
Calystegia sepium
Capsella bursa-pastoris
Carex hirta
Carex spicata
Centaurea nigra s.l.
Cerastium fontanum
Chaerophyllum temulum
Cirsium arvense
Cirsium vulgare
Convolvulus arvensis
Crepis capillaris
Cynosurus cristatus
Dactylis glomerata
Epilobium hirsutum
Equisetum palustre
Festuca rubra

Galanthus nivalis
Galium verum
Geranium dissectum
Geranium molle
Geum urbanum
Glechoma hederacea
Helminthotheca echioides
Hordeum murinum
Hordeum secalinum
Leontodon saxatilis
Lepidium coronopus
Lolium perenne
Lotus corniculatus
Mercurialis perennis
Persicaria maculosa
Phleum pratense s.s.
Plantago lanceolata
Plantago major
Polygonum aviculare s.s.
Potentilla reptans
Primula veris
Prunella vulgaris
Ranunculus acris

Ranunculus repens
Rumex acetosa
Rumex crispus
Rumex obtusifolius
Scorzoneroides autumnalis
Senecio jacobaea
Sonchus asper
Stachys sylvatica
Stellaria graminea
Stellaria media s.s.
Symphytum officinale
Taraxacum agg.
Trifolium pratense
Trifolium repens
Trisetum flavescens
Urtica dioica
Veronica chamaedrys
Viola hirta
Viola riviniana

In the past, the fields were owned individually by some villagers of Brampton. They kept a few
animals and the meadows had a few fruit trees, still present in limited numbers. As far as can be
ascertained the fields have remained free from artificial fertilisers or herbicides. There has been
limited control of species such as ragwort and creeping thistle. Ponies grazed the meadows up until
early this year, 2017. Since they were removed the grassland sward has visibly improved as the herbs
have been able to flower more profusely than under the pony grazing regime. No doubt in time in the
absence of grazing the surviving herbs will be overcome by the courser grasses and herbs and
eventually, invasion by shrubs and trees.

Hedgerows

When visited in 2010 by the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire
the hedgerows, also have a good range of shrubs and include several mature hedgerow trees.
Acer campestre
Acer pseudoplatanus
Ailanthus altissima
Berberis vulgaris
Cornus sanguinea
Corylus avellana
Crataegus laevigata
Crataegus monogyna
Fraxinus excelsior
Hedera helix s.l.

Ligustrum vulgare
Malus sylvestris s.l.
Populus deltoides x nigra = P.
x canadensis
Pyrus communis s.l.
Prunus domestica
Prunus spinosa
Quercus robur
Rhamnus cathartica
Rubus caesius

Rubus fruticosus agg.
Salix alba
Salix cinerea
Sambucus nigra
Solanum dulcamara
Tamus communis
Torilis japonica

A rule devised by Max Hooper (Monk’s Wood Experimental Station), suggests every species of tree
or shrub in a hedgerow counted along a 100m length, represents 100 years of its existence. Using this
as a guide, the full list of shrubs and trees (26) recorded on the site, indicate that some of the
hedgerows may date back more than a thousand years.

View across the County Wildlife Site from Park Road showing the meadows and enclosing
hedgerows with hedgerow trees – a landscape of some complexity at the edge of Brampton
village
The hedgerows are no longer stock proof, but still retain their original layout. As archaeological and
landscape features the meadows, their enclosing hedgerows and the ridge and furrow topography,
make this area an extremely important nature conservation and historical asset.
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