CAPALC E-Bulletin February 2021

www.capalc.org.uk1 @CAMBS_CAPALC 2
facebook.com/CAPALC3 If you want to print your bulletin click on the three dots at the top right of your
screen and select print from the drop down menu, you can then choose colour or black and white from
your printer options. Require a printer friendly version? Please look back at your email and click on the
printer friendly option.

Important Contact Info!
Samantha will be at the end of our office email and phone number listed below. If you have any
questions or queries, please make Samantha your first point of call, she will happily deal with your
enquiry within 48 working hours.
For general queries contact
Telephone 07507 520849 If you would like to contact our CEO - Penny Bryant directly, please email her
on - ceo@capalc.org.uk4 Social Media CAPALC are in the process of updating their social media
channels, currently you can find us on Facebook and Twitter. Samantha will be updating these platforms
daily, as well as sharing all relevant information directly from the Government, County Councils and
District Councils. If you aren't already following CAPALC, please do so! There is a lot of information and
links being shared for both you and your parishioners. Let CAPALC do the hard work for you, and share
directly from their platforms.
Website - www.capalc.org.uk5 for all the latest information, legal updates and training courses.

1 http://www.capalc.org.uk/Home.aspx
2 https://twitter.com/CAMBS_CAPALC
3 https://www.facebook.com/CAPALC
4 mailto:ceo@capalc.org.uk
5 https://www.capalc.org.uk/

Office Hours: Monday to Friday - 9am til 12.30pm Please feel free to call our office if you have any
questions or queries. Our administrator Samantha, will be more than happy to assist you. What do you
want to see in the Bulletin?
If you have any thoughts on content you would like to see in the bulletin in future please send an email
to office@capalc.org.uk 6
You can find copies of previous bulletins here7.

Welcome to the February 2021 bulletin.
Much of this month’s report consists of snippets of information which I hope you will find useful.

COVID-19 local situation
As the nationwide lockdown continues, Henry Clark, Chairman and I continue to attend the county
regional response group meetings. These meetings receive important updates on the current infection
and death rates across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough as well as the important work being carried
out by the response teams. The latest local epidemiology is presente d and this week, with the clear
message people need to remain at home due to the high transmission rates, hospitals are under
extreme pressure. Approx 32,000 residents across Cambs & Peterborough who have been classed as
clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV), have been instructed to shield during lockdown.

NALC’s legal advice on grants to schools relating to COVID-19

6 mailto:office@capalc.org.uk
7 https://www.capalc.org.uk/CAPALC_Bulletin_19349.aspx

Councils can use s.137 to make grants to a school for the school to purchase laptops for families in need.
They can confirm the grant is to the school for the purpose of purchasing IT equipment for home schooling and for the school to direct it to where it is needed. They can attach conditions, so it is used
for the specified purpose.

Councils can use s.137 to donate funds to enable schools to purchase books.

Health and wellbeing for Clerks and Councillors
As Cambridgeshire and Peterborough remain in lockdown, we know that many people are struggling
with their mental health.

Local support is available through these organisations and can be shared widely.

Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Adult Mental Health
Keep your head strong and your heart happy www.keep-your-head.com8

This is an excellent resource for all so do share the website. A few key links are below.

Ways to relax in 5 minutes
https://www.keep-your-head.com/adults/MH/news/ways-to-relax-in-5-minutes

Break the stigma - depression
https://www.keep-your-head.com/adults/MH/news/break-the-stigma-depression

Improving your self-confidence
https://www.keep-your-head.com/adults/MH/news/improving-your-self-confidence

8 http://www.keep-your-head.com/

Lifeline Helpline is a free, confidential and anonymous mental health and wellbeing helpline service
available for adults in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. Lifeline Helpline is now open every day
(including bank holidays) 11am-11pm: Freephone 0808 808 2121.

Monthly Drop in Sessions
We are still holding our remote ‘drop-in’ sessions once a month. These informal sessions are open to
clerks and councillors, I have the opportunity to report updates, people can ask questions or just use the
hour as a social space to get a break from the stresses of our often isolated work regimes.

I am very pleased to welcome Ross Bullard from Came & Co who will be joining us on 18th February, so
if you have any insurance related questions here is your chance to quiz him!

Finally, please see our page on NALC’s National Lobby Day 2nd February 2021 and the key issues we
need the government to resolve.
Penny Bryant CEO

National Lobby Day

Tuesday 2nd February 2021 was national Lobby Day, in conjunction with NALC, CAPALC called on all our
local MPs to support us on a range of issues including COVID19 funding, remote meetings and the May
council elections.

For support for local (parish and town) councils to be even more effective during the COVID-19
pandemic means the issues below need resolving.

COVID-19 mitigation funding
Local councils must be granted a share of COVID-19 mitigation funding for local government to help
reduce the financial impact on their communities – only one area has received such funding since 2020
(Cornwall). Many larger local (parish and town) councils who were encouraged by recent
administrations to behave more entrepreneurially by not relying on the local council precept alone for
income in recent years – did so – but have lost huge amounts of income during 2019-20 after lockdown
closures to their income generating facilities. Access for local councils to the Income Compensation
Scheme is also needed.

Remote meetings for local councils
That legislation be drafted in due course to make permanent the right given in COVID-19 emergency
legislation for local councils to be able to hold remote (and future hybrid) meetings. Recent evidence
suggests an increase in attendance online from many local councillors, including those on local councils
in remote rural areas. NALC would like a permanent extension of the ability for these councils to meet
remotely after the COVID-19 legislation expires.

Local council elections 2021
Despite a recent confirmation from MHCLG that its current intention was not to defer the local council
elections in May 2021 it is crucial that for certainty and forward planning purposes, the May local
council elections proceed where possible. It would be disastrous if planned local council elections for
May 2021 do not proceed across the 12 English county areas, they are due to take place in. NALC urges
the government to commit to these elections taking place.

COVID-19 UPDATE effective 4th January 2021

National Lockdown: Stay at Home 9
The Government has announced a national lockdown and published guidance on what you can and
cannot do10 during this time.
With these new restrictions in place, including extremely vulnerable people being asked to shield again,
our coronavirus case studies11 from previous lockdowns might provide useful ideas and inspiration to
support your communities during these challenging times.
IMPORTANT
Coronavirus - NALC has created a webpage dedicated to the coronavirus COVID_19 for local (Parish
and Town) Councils https://www.nalc.gov.uk/coronavirus

Are you organising volunteer groups to help with those in self isolation? Please look at the national
platform set up by Timebanking UK and Madeopen for help during the COVID-19
situation https://together.madeopen.co.uk/
You can find everything you need to know on the following government webpages;
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/full-list-of-local-restriction-tiers-by-area
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tier-posters-medium-high-and-very-high

9 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national -lockdown-stay-at-home
10 https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=46d7211 4d7&e=42c70b91c3
11 https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=ad92a31ec6&e=42c70b91c3

Congratulations to Charlotte Copley - Clerk to Bury and Alconbury, for completion of her CiLCA
qualification. The CiLCA qualification takes a lot of personal time, along with commitment and
dedications from all candidates. Congratulations Charlotte, very well deserved!

Census 2021

The 2021 digital-first Census is taking place on March 21st as planned, the ONS has reviewed the Census
plans in light of COVID19 and they are confident that everyone will be able to provide their information
safely and securely. Help and support will be available in many different forms for those who need it
including paper questionnaires, accessible options and language support. A national contact centre will
open on 1 March and will provide help and support by phone (freephone) and online, field officers will
be working locally too. More information about the census and the coronavirus pandemic can be found
here - https://census.gov.uk/about-the-census/the-census-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/

Many resources are available on the Census 2021 website 12 , including digital copy for websites and
newsletters and social media content - please do share these on your parish council sites and share with
other community organisations who are also able to help raise awareness. If your parish council is
active on social media please follow @Census2021 on Twitter13 and Facebook14 and share posts to keep
your local community up to date.

The census also has developed dedicated teaching resources for primary and secondary schools, there is
also a competition for students aged 11-18 in the 'It’s Our Story Competition' which is open for entries
until 26 March. Please share the resources with your local school if they haven't yet signed up. More
details can be found here https://censuseducation.org.uk/.

Census Engagement Managers (CEMs) are working with local authorities, community groups, charities
and the media to raise awareness of the census and to help remove barriers to completion. CEMs can
provide information and support to Parish Councils to he lp raise awareness of census and remove
barriers to completion:

Census Engagement Manager
Cambridge City & South Cambridgeshire
Colin Lippett
07452936580
colin.lippitt17@field.census.gov.uk
East Cambridgeshire
Louise Carsen
07452942720
louise.carsen20@field.census.gov.uk
Fenland & Huntingdonshire
Christine Doody
07452942381

12 https://census.gov.uk/downloadable-resources/
13 https://twitter.com/census2021?lang=en
14 https://www.facebook.com/census2021/

christine.doody17@field.census.gov.uk
Peterborough
Nicky Warnock
07452938165
nicola.warnock99@field.census.gov.uk

Our Vision is that by doubling the area of rich wildlife habitats and natural green space, Cambridgeshire
and Peterborough will become an outstanding environment where nature and people thrive, and
businesses prosper.
Cambridgeshire currently has one of the smallest areas of land managed for nature in the country,
relative to size. We want to double the amount of land in the county that’s managed for nature from 8%
to 16%, which is the national average.
For more information visit their website https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/news/pledge-for-nature/

Local Nature Recovery Toolkit https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2021/01/Doubling-Nature_Local-nature-recovery-toolkit.pdf

Affiliation invoices for 2021/22 membership are currently being created. All district councils hav e been
contacted and asked to confirm the current electorate numbers for you council. These electorate
figures will be used to determine your affiliation fee. We hope to have these invoices out to all Clerk's
and Chairmen by late February 2021, allowing councils time to come back to us with any queries and
have the membership payment agreed and scheduled for the 1st April 2021. It was confirmed in the
October AGM that the membership affiliation fee would increase by 3% for 2021/22, which replaces the
11% increase that was estimated during the December AGM of 2019. For all questions and queries,
please do not hesitate to cotact Samantha Sharp - office@capalc.org.uk

'Drop in Hour' - monthly sessions with CAPALC by remote access
As we are unable to hold our Pop Up Cafe's across the county, we are holding monthly drop in sessions
via zoom on the following dates. Thursday 18th February 2021 - 10am til 11am - Guest Speaker Ross
Bullard from Came & Co. Thursday 18th March 2021 - 10am til 11am Thursday 15th April 2021 - 10am
til 11am

These sessions are intended as an informal gathering to meet fellow clerks and councillors, see a change
of faces (cope with isolation), share issues, good news stories and ideas, in fact anything you want to
discuss, ask, listen in to or let us know.

Zoom Meeting Details
You can click on the 'Zoom Meeting' link below, or enter the meeting ID and Password
Meeting ID: 841 6991 7277
Password: 026548
Zoom Meeting15

Peterborough Parish Forum - by remote access
These sessions are ran by the Peterborough Parishes, discussing issues which directly affect them and
their surrounding parishes. Guest speakers are invited monthly to discuss specific topics.
These sessions run on the 3rd Friday of every month. Friday 19th February 2021 - 10.30am til 11.30am
Friday 19th March 2021 - 10.30am til 11.30am Friday 16th April 2021 - 10.30am til 11.30am
These sessions are open to all clerks, councillors, district and county staff.

Zoom Meeting Details
You can click on the 'Zoom Meeting' link below, or enter the meeting ID and Password
15 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84169917277?pwd=Um1wVGNhaXV6ZW5BTU5JcmFXeFN5Zz09

Meeting ID: 884 3489 8765 Password: 749187 Zoom Meeting 16

Why not set yourself a personal goal for 2021 to 'develop your career, strengthen your council and
support your community.'

Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA)

This Level 3, foundation qualification provides you with a broad knowledge of all the aspects of a clerk ’s
work – roles and responsibilities, the law, procedures, finance planning and community involvement.

Course cost with CAPALC which includes training and mentoring whilst you complete your learning
outcomes for the portfolio - £400 for members and £800 for non-members.

The registration fee with the SLCC to submit your Portfolio is £410

2021 Community Governance qualification

Community Governance looks at the way in which people and organisations work together and
independently, making decisions for the benefit of a local community and the SLCC currently offer a
Certificate of Higher Education (Level 4), Foundation Degree (Level 5) and Honours Degree (Level

16 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88434898765?pwd=UVF4WnlEeFN2bC9KNXR6NGlSM0lFdz09

6). With regards to a Masters qualification, De Montfort University now has a webpage up and running
about the proposed Masters in Public Leadership and Management17 (specifically for people in the
parish council sector in the first instance). Please feel free to contact Steve Parker, the SLCC’s Link Tutor
at DMU, if you have any questions – steven.parker@dmu.co.uk .
<iframe
src="https://onedrive.live.com/embed?cid=4B67BAB928153B2F&resid=4B67BAB928153B2F%215833&a
uthkey=AE_g0_enWr8WvEI&em=2" width="476" height="288" frameborder="0"
scrolling="no"></iframe>
Level 4 builds on CiLCA, is recognised in law as a qualification for clerks and is tailored specifically to the
needs of local council officers.

If you would like to apply for this qualification, please go to the SLCC website for further information and
fees.

New for December 2020 and for all future training bookings, we will be using an online system. Clerk's
are invited to book all delegates at their convenience using our booking website https://bookwhen.com/capalc Here you will be able to see all available courses, spaces available and
manage your bookings in 1 central place. All Finance Courses can booked directly with our Finance
Agent - Steve Parkinson www.bookwhen.com/parkinson 18 When making a booking with The Parkinson
Partnership, you will be asked for your County Association. Steve will then invoice CA PALC directly, who
will then invoice your council directly. We hope this system will help support our already busy admin
team and speed up course bookings for our members. As always, if you have any questions or queries,
please do not hesitate to contact Samantha Sharp - office@capalc.org.uk
17 https://www.dmu.ac.uk/study/courses/postgraduate-courses/public-leadership-and-management/public-

leadership-management-ma.aspx
18 http://www.bookwhen.com/parkinson

NALC Coronavirus Webpage Please see below a link to the NALC website where they have a designated
webpage for the coronavirus. NALC are keeping this webpage as updated as possible. This section
should answer any question you may have or may be asked. There is a specific section regarding
meetings and annual meetings, along with all deadlines you require.
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/coronavirus CAPALC Covid 19 Within CAPALC's members area, under 'Advice
& Templates' you will find a lot of information that we have compiled together. If you have any
questions or queries relating to the Coronavirus, please take a look at this exclusive membership benefit
service. CAPALC Advice and Templates 19 CAPALC Covid 19 Special Bulletin Did you see our Covid 19
special bulletin? It has some brilliant case studies from your neighbouring councils, along with some
fantastic advice form our in house professional experts. You can take another look at it here Covid 19
Special Bulletin20
Support Cambridgeshire Support Cambridgeshire has created a document of support material. You
can find a link to the Coronavirus Material 21 here.

19 https://www.capalc.org.uk/Legal_Advice__and__Templates_19195.aspx
20 https://sway.office.com/sRiK7jj6NSahn37y?ref=Link&loc=mysways
21 https://www.supportcambridgeshire.org.uk/coronavirus -support-materials/

